
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this briefing: 

 League launches £1million campaign to target 

hunt crime 

 New evidence shows artificial fox-earths 

maintained 

 Hunters new report ‘ties themselves in knots’  

 
League launches £1million campaign 

to target hunt crime  

The League Against Cruel Sports is stepping up 

its efforts to catch people illegally hunting by 

investing more than a million pounds over the next 

four years on hiring investigations staff and 

equipment to gather evidence and get hunts into 

court. 

Despite polling showing three quarters of the 

public support the Hunting Act 2004, the 

League believes that the majority of hunts are 

flouting the law. This is now the seventh hunting 

season under the ban, but all the evidence 

suggests that hunts are getting more lawless than 

ever and so appointing investigations officers 

around the country will enable the League to 

increase efforts in gathering evidence for the 

police and Crown Prosecution Service. 

The League employs retired police officers 

who review evidence and provide training on 

the Hunting Act to serving police officers. 

Two weeks ago, after an undercover investigation 

by the League, two staff from the Fernie Hunt in 

Leicestershire were convicted of breaking the 

Hunting Act and the Protection of Badgers Act  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and ordered to pay more than £10,000 in costs 

and fines. The judge in the case praised the 

League’s investigations work and said the hunt 

were engaged in ‘cynical subterfuge’ by 

pretending to trail hunt. 

The League runs a ‘Hunt Crimewatch’ service 

gathering information and intelligence on hunt 

related crime, and passes information to police 

forces and the National Wildlife Crime Unit. 

Adverts carrying the Crimewatch number (01483 

524 250) appeared in region newspapers cross 

England and Wales this weekend. 

The League’s focus is not only on the illegal 

hunting, but on all the crimes committed by hunts, 

from all manners of anti-social behaviour, blocking 

roads, running hounds down railway tracks and 

savaging pets in people’s gardens. This 

pernicious side of hunting is often unseen but it 

has the biggest effect of people in rural 

communities.  

Recent incidents reported to Hunt Crimewatch 

include a hunt in Kent killed a fox after rampaging 

through a private garden whilst in Herefordshire a 

hunt's hounds rioted through a field of Alpacas. 

*If any Members’ constituents have suffered 

as a result of these activities, please do 

contact the League on the details below.* 

The League’s message to hunts is very clear. 

There are more cameras, under more bushes, 

operated by more investigations staff than ever 

before. Hunt within the law or expect to be held to 

account for your actions. 
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New evidence shows artificial fox 

earths being maintained 

The League Against Cruel Sports has today 

(Monday 31 October 2011) published a new 

report showing the extent of artificial earths being 

maintained in areas known to be used by hunts. 

League investigators have uncovered a number of 

artificial fox earths being maintained which 

suggests fox number are being kept artificially 

high.  

A massive undercover operation spanning three 

months, 16 counties and 24 hunts has recorded 

undisputable evidence that individuals are 

encouraging foxes in artificial earths. League 

investigators have found evidence of earths which 

have been built or renovated since the passing of 

the Hunting Act where food and water is being 

supplied.  

The League has obtained footage of four 

hunts dumping food close to the earths and 

three providing water. Among these is a Dorset 

hunt where a kennel worker was seen depositing 

large amounts of offal near to an earth. Several 

well maintained artificial earths were found in the 

country of the Heythrop Hunt – with whom David 

Cameron has hunted – with one being supplied 

with fresh chickens. Duck carcasses and what is 

believed to be out of date supermarket stock were 

found dumped in woods in Yorkshire believed to 

be owned by the Sinnington Hunt. 

In just a short space of time League investigators 

have shown without a shadow of a doubt that 

there is a determined effort amongst the hunting 

community to keep fox numbers artificially high. 

The evidence points at a pattern of extreme 

behaviour which goes far and beyond the 

evidence obtained by the League in this 

investigation and may be connected with other 

wildlife crimes such as hunting with dogs. 

The evidence has been passed to relevant local 

authority trading standards departments and 

where appropriate, the police where investigations 

are ongoing.   

 
Hunters ‘tie themselves up in knots’ 

with new report 

A recent report by the bloodsports lobby group, 

the Countryside Alliance, raises more questions 

than it answers after it suggests the Hunting Act 

2004 is not working. 

On the one hand the hunters say that hunts aren’t 

breaking the law, and on the other they say the 

law doesn’t work because no hunting people were 

convicted last season. The League believes this 

begs the question; are they breaking the law or 

aren’t they?  

The recent successful conviction of two staff 

of the Fernie Hunt in Leicestershire 

demonstrates that the Hunting Act does work 

and this report is nothing more than political 

nonsense. 

The League is aware that in reality hunts are out 

there breaking the law and that is why we have 

announced serious investment to enable us to 

help the police bring to justice those that abuse 

animals for sport.  

The idea that these are fine, upstanding, law-

abiding people is utter nonsense. Whether they’re 

hunting illegally, stealing cameras, beating up 

pensioners or blocking up badger setts, they are a 

criminal fraternity with an intimidating grip on the 

countryside. The police must rise to the challenge 

and stand up for the majority of rural people who 

find hunting abhorrent. 

 
Contact our team 

Joshua Kaile Senior Public Affairs Officer  

joshuakaile@league.org.uk   

Tel: 01483 524262 Mob: 07977292537  
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