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Barry Bloomer 

CEO, Thorntons 
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Wednesday, 20 June 2018 

 

Dear Mr Bloomer, 

 

Re: Thorntons, Stockton Hight Street 

 

I was disappointed to hear that you plan to close your Thorntons store in Stockton and I hope 

that you will recognise that, should you choose reconsider, it could continue have a successful 

future. 

 

Like previous announcements by other retailers, I suspect your proposal may well be based on 

raw turnover and cost figures perhaps without taking into consideration the developing town 

centre and other initiatives that will drive footfall and contribute to a bright future for Stockton, 

but I believe there is a much bigger picture here for you to consider. 

 

The Stockton on Tees Borough Council have invested many millions of pounds in creating an 

attractive town centre and have been one of the few successful at attracting new retail to the 

area in recent times.  

 

Looking at our tremendous events programme ranging from vintage cars to our International 

Riverside Festival plus our award winning open-air market, it is clear why more and more people 

choose to visit our town and spend their money there – and why Stockton saw £175m spent in 

here through tourism in the last year. 

 

And much more is in progress.  The Globe Theatre that was empty for over a decade and just 50 

yards from your store, will reopen next year after a multi-million pound restoration programme 

providing the biggest venue between Sunderland and Leeds, and driving footfall in the town 

centre.  We also have a new hotel, owned by the Council, but run on their behalf by Hampton by 

Hilton which will also open in 2019 alongside other new businesses in the town centre keen to 

exploit the new potential for the area.   

 

You may not be aware but Stockton was the “Rising Star” winner in the Great British High Street 

Awards in 2016.  

Alex Cunningham MP 
Member of Parliament for Stockton North 



 
 

 
 

a: House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 

t: 0207 219 7157 |e: alex.cunningham.mp@parliament.uk | w: alexcunninghammp.com 

 

I’d like to invite you to come to Stockton on Tees and see for yourself what is happening in the 

town – and why it is important that Thorntons remain a part of it.   

 

Thank you for reading my letter.  I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Alex Cunningham MP 

Member of Parliament for Stockton North 


